
The McKinney Homeless Assistance Act was signed into 

federal law by President Ronald Reagan on July 22, 1987 to 

address the problems of the homeless. The act has been 

amended several times over the years.  In 1994 it was 

amended to include the education portion to eliminate 

enrollment barriers and provide school access and support 

for academic success for students experiencing 

homelessness.  In 2001 it was amended again to include 

the No Child Left Behind Act and is now known as The 

McKinney-Vento Homeless Education Assistance 

Improvements Act of 2001.  Children and youth 

experiencing homelessness have the right to free and appropriate public education.     

In 2011-2012, PA reported 18,231 students experiencing homelessness.  They were defined as 

follows:  60% doubled-up (living with another family), 32% were in shelters, transitional housing, or 

awaiting foster care placement; 6% were in hotels or motels; 1% was unsheltered; and 1% was 

unknown.      

Many school-aged children in PA and across the United States experience homelessness.  It doesn’t 

mean that those children shouldn’t have the same education opportunities as those who don’t.  

Without the McKinney-Vento Act and other programs like it, we would have more poverty and more 

homelessness.  

Let’s put a stop to poverty and homelessness and make a difference for our children.  Check in your 

local area to see where you can volunteer and help make a difference.  Our children are our futures!  

(www. education.state.pa.us)  

The McKinney-Vento Act and Homelessness in PA 

Tips For Back To School For Resource and Adoptive Parents 

1. Health:  Make appointments for the child’s physical, dental , and/or eye  check-ups.   You may need  
        these to enroll the child in school. 

2. Paperwork:  You will find that there are several forms to fill out for school.  Go prepared and make sure           
        that you have everything you need.  Keep a folder with all the child’s documents.     

3. Practice Address and Phone Numbers:  Children need to know this for safety and for school.  Make   
sure they know your full name, how to spell it correctly, and where you work.  Have an index card in 
the child’s backpack with the information.   

 
4. Practice the Route to School or to the Bus Stop:  Show the child the route they are to take and make  
        sure it is a safe route.  Make sure they know their bus number if taking a bus.   
 
5. Be Involved with the Child’s Education:  Volunteer to be a room parent or to go on field trips.  Know  
        your child’s teachers.   
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W r i t t e n  b y :   D e n i s e  H o f f m a n  

BACK TO SCHOOL! 

Whether you’re a resource parent, 

a kinship provider or a birth parent, 

you’re objective is to make sure 

that your child is happy, healthy 

and safe.  Together you can do 

this!   

Birth parents need to be involved in 
their child’s life and one way of 
doing this is to attend a school 
conference. While some birth 
parents may not know how to 
participate in a parent teacher 

meeting, resource parents can help 
by mentoring the birth parent 
through this.  

Here are some tips:   (1) Schedule 

the conference that is convenient 

for the birth parent to attend.  (2) 

Let the teacher know the birth 

parent will be attending.  (3) 

Introduce the birth parent to the 

teacher.  (4) Allow the birth parent 

to offer advice and talk about any 

concerns or ask questions.  (5) 

Remain calm, and remember that 

you are role modeling.  (6)  This is 

usually the birth parent’s only 

contact with the school.  You can 

follow up with the teacher later if 

you still have questions or 

concerns.  

Remember, this is about the child.   

(www.adoption.about.com/fostering/parentteacher)  

R e s o u r c e  P a r e n t s  M e n t o r i n g  A B i r t h  P a r e n t  
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